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Mr. TANNER. I would say that we
see time and again the rule resolution
that comes to the floor and is passed
basically on the party line; what you
see is that in the rule, all points of
order are waived, which means that the
budget rules that we try to put in place
are meaningless. Because if you are
going to waive them on virtually every
bill now that comes to the floor, we
really do not have any enforceable
mechanism, and this will change that.
And we think that is a commonsense
idea.

Mr. ROSS. Finally, number 12, Mr.
CARDOZA, if you want to share that
with us.

Mr. CARDOZA. I would be happy to,
Mr. ROSS.

Number 12 is to make Congress do a
better job keeping track on govern-
ment programs that it passes.

As Mr. TANNER said earlier, we have
basically abdicated our responsibility
in this one-party form of government
that we have right now. We are doing
no oversight. We are not keeping tabs
on the bills that we pass. In fact, the
last four planks in the Blue Dog pro-
gram all sort of relate to the same kind
of thing. It is about accountability. It
is about making sure that we read the
bills, that we require honest cost esti-
mates, that we make sure that the new
bills fit the budget that we have al-
ready passed, and that we make sure
that Congress does an adequate review
on the bills that we have passed.

They are just basic commonsense te-
nets. If you look back at the Medicare
Prescription Drug Bill, it is a perfect
example of how this process has gone
off the rails. And it has cost twice as
much.

I remember Mr. DOOLEY had a com-
peting bill, but I think it probably did
more for seniors than the one that we
passed. And he could not even get a
score from the Congressional Budget
Office to say how much his bill was
going to cost. That is just wrong. A
Member of the Congress should be able
to get the score. We should all have the
score. The American people should be
able to get the lowdown on what a bill
costs and have that up front 3 days at
least before we pass it.

Mr. ROSS. We are out of time this
evening. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CARDOZA),
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
TANNER), the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BoyD) for coming to the floor of
the United States House of Representa-
tives with me this evening to discuss
our Nation’s debt and deficit and the
Blue Dog Coalition’s 12-point plan to
restore some integrity, some common
sense, and fiscal discipline to our Na-
tion’s government.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BAcA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and December 18.

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.
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Mr. HYDE (at the request of Mr.
BLUNT) for today and December 18 on
account of illness in the family.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. McDERMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HoLT, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BISHOP of Utah) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. CULBERSON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. SHIMKUS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HAYES, for 5 minutes, today.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 435. An act to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate a segment of the
Farmington River and Salmon Brook in the
State of Connecticut for study for potential
addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Resources.

S. 648. An act to amend the Reclamation
States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991
to extend the authority for drought assist-
ance; to the Committee on Resources.

S. 959. An act to establish the Star-Span-
gled Banner and War of 1812 Bicentennial
Commission, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Government Reform.

S. 1025. An act to amend the Act entitled
“An Act to provide for the construction of
the Cheney division, Wichita Federal rec-
lamation project, Kansas, and for other pur-
poses’” to authorize the Equus Beds Division
of the Wichita Project, to the Committee on
Resources.

S. 1096. An act to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate portions of the
Musconetcong River in the State of New Jer-
sey as a component of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Resources.

S. 1165. An act to provide for the expansion
of the James Campbell National Wildlife Ref-
uge, Honolulu County, Hawaii; to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

S. 1496. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a pilot program
under which up to 15 States may issue elec-
tronic Federal migratory bird hunting
stamps; to the Committee on Resources.

S. 156562. An act to amend Public Law 97-435
to extend the authorization for the Sec-
retary of the Interior to release certain con-
ditions contained in a patent concerning cer-
tain land conveyed by the United States to
Eastern Washington University until Decem-
ber 31, 2009; to the Committee on Resources.
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S. 1869. An act to reauthorize the Coastal
Barrier Resources Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Resources.

S. 1312. An act to amend a provision relat-
ing to employees of the United States as-
signed to, or employed by, an Indian tribe,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Resources; in addition to the Committee on
the Judiciary for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills
and a Joint Resolution of the House of
the following titles, which were there-
upon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 3963. An act to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to extend the
authorization of appropriations for Long Is-
land Sound.

H.R. 4195. An act to authorize early repay-
ment of obligations to the Bureau of Rec-
lamation within Rogue River Valley Irriga-
tion District or within Medford Irrigation
District.

H.R. 4440. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax benefits
for the Gulf Opportunity Zone and certain
areas affected by Hurricanes Rita and
Wilma, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4508. An act to commend the out-
standing efforts in response to Hurricane
Katrina by members and employees of the
Coast Guard, to provide temporary relief to
certain persons affected by such hurricane
with respect to certain laws administered by
the Coast Guard, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 38. Joint Resolution recognizing
Commodore John Barry as the first flag offi-
cer of the United States Navy.

H.J. Res. 75. Joint Resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2006, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BOYD. Madam Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 55 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Sun-
day, December 18, 2005, at 1 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5836. A letter from the Acting Director, De-
fense Procurement and Acquisition Policy,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Training
for Contractor Personnel Interacting with
Detainees [DFARS Case 2005-D007] received
September 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

5837. A letter from the Acting Director, De-
fense Procurement and Acquisition Policy,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Restric-
tions on Totally Enclosed Lifeboat Survival
Systems [DFARS Case 2004-D034] received
September 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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